
 

The Head Start Heroes is an annual event that honors members of the 
Minnesota Head Start community who overcame tremendous challenges 
and achieved personal and family success. The winning children, families, 
alumni, and staff members were selected by the Minnesota Head Start 
Association Scholarships and Awards Committee based on personal 
testimonies about their Head Start experience and how they were able to 
transform their lives. The Head Start Heroes epitomize how determination, 
fortitude, and access to early learning and whole-family approaches can 
pave the way for lifelong success.  

Former TCC Head Start child, Hailee was the winner of the High School 
Senior category. Hailee began her journey in our Early Head Start home-
based program and continued into center-based. Through her experience 
with the Head Start program, she developed a commitment to caring for 
people. Hailee actively gives back to her community and has earned her 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) certification and works with the elderly in 
a care center which she has developed a passion for. In the fall, Hailee 
plans to attend Central Lakes College for two years before transferring to 
St. Cloud State University to pursue a Bachelor of Science Degree and 
become a Registered Nurse.  

This year, the award ceremony was held at PICA Head Start in Minneapolis 
during the week of the NHSA conference. All attendees of the NHSA 
conference had the honor of attending the MNHSA Head Start Heroes 
Awards. 

Hailee was nominated by Erin Karnowski. 




